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Mental Mechanisms. — Some children begin to use vari-
ous mental mechanisms soon after they have learned to talk.
They would evade facing facts by rationalizing their be-
havior, by making excuses, and by offering plausible ex-
planations. These early habits, if they bring the child
satisfaction, may be built into undesirable permanent emo-
tional patterns. Dr. Leta S. Hollingworth gave an excellent
illustration of the various mechanisms an intelligent child
may try out experimentally when he is in a "trap" situation.
A little girl who had been told not to play with the electric
light fuses one evening inserted a metal object in one of
the sockets and blew out the fuse. The child's first response
was the rationalization, "Oh, we all like the nice dark."
This statement being denied, she said, "This is rny house,
I bought it with the money in my bank." The fallacy of
this statement likewise was pointed out. Then the child
resorted to crying, but this elicited no sympathy. Finally,
after trying out several other methods of escape from the
unpleasant situation, the child said, "I'm sorry I did it, and
I'll not do it again." This way of meeting the situation
was accepted by the adults. It was the only way out that
brought satisfaction to the child. The importance for the
child's mental health of such wise guidance is obvious.
Curiosity about Sex. — At three or four years of age chil-
dren frequently begin to show curiosity about where babies
come from and what is the difference between little boys
and little girls. * The little French Trott asked the lady at
whose house he was staying during the time when a baby
was expected:
Madame, je voudrais savoir d'oii viennent les petits enfants. Jane
dit qu'on les trouve sous les choux. J'ai vu une image ou une
dgogne en tenait un dans son bee. Et Bertrand, le jardinier, m*a
raconte qu'on les achetait au marche comme des petits canards.
Mais je sais que ce n'est pas mai. Dites, madame, comment est-ce
qu'ils
Translation: "Madam, I should like to know where little children come
from.   Jane says that people find them under cabbages.   I saw a picture
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